rise has been very slow - almost insignificant, if you take account of the steady depreciation of money.
" Oh, if only I had capital! I could draft a scheme that couldn't be beaten. But I have to go slowly. We shall begin in a small way. I shall operate at the start on behalf of my clients — and we have to find them first. But I'm sure that, once I have developed a clientele, I shall be able to go in for operations on a large scale, and with almost as much freedom of action as though I were employing my own capital. It's a question of asserting yourself, inspiring confidence, being able to speak with authority. To do that, you have to prove to people that you can see clearly; and you have to make money for them from the start.
" Now do you begin to see the kind of activity into which I want to introduce you ? It's more interesting than cleaning brushes, isn't it ? All this may be a little over your head ; but no matter. If you've got the knack, some of it 'will stick. Starting as I am, I can't do without an assistant who understands what I'm aiming at — and who is keen about it. I have more chance of finding one in a young man with brains than in some old stick-in-the-mud. It will be you or somebody else. That depends on yourself."
They were passing the post-office on the ground floor of the Tribunal de Commerce building. Wazemmes was on the point of saying that he wanted to go in for something; but he did not dare. Haverkamp was striding along, looking at the building which formed the corner of the rue de Lut£ce.
" Not bad, is it ? One can well imagine a great lawyer having his office there. The Prefecture of Police behind. The Palais de Justice on the other side of the boulevard. No, there's nothing hole-and-corner about it."
He introduced himself to the concierge.
" The carpenter has just gone," she told him. " He won't be back until about four o'clock."
" When it will be nearly dark.   What's his idea ? "
e< I don't know.   Probably he has another job to do."
They went upstairs*

